Limb preservation by Gore-Tex vascular graft for groin recurrence after postoperative adjuvant radiation in vulvar cancer.
Recurrent vulvar cancer involving the femoral artery after groin radiation is usually considered inoperable. A patient with such recurrent vulvar cancer successfully treated by femoral vascular graft and rectus abdominis myocutaneous flap reconstruction with limb salvage is described. A 51-year-old woman had recurrent vulvar cancer involving the right femoral vessels 6 months after a radical vulvectomy plus inguinal lymphadenectomy and postoperative pelvic and groin radiation. Radical en bloc excision of tumor along with the involved femoral artery and vein followed by Gore-Tex vascular graft and rectus abdominis myocutaneous flap reconstruction led to a complete remission. However, occlusion of the grafted vessels occurred 21 months following bypass surgery. Since the compensatory collaterals were established, debridement and removal of the occluded graft were carried out. The patient has been clinically free of disease for more than 48 months since graft reconstruction surgery. It is highlighted that aggressive tumor resection with limb salvage is feasible even for patients with vulvar cancer of the groin recurrence involving the femoral artery after primary surgery and groin radiation.